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RUSSIAN GERAN DRONE CRASHES NEAR

HOMES IN MOLDOVA; CHIȘINĂU EXPELS A

RUSSIAN EMBASSY STAFF MEMBER
On 23 October 2026 Moldova's Defence Ministry said its Air Operations Center detected an unauthorised drone flight at
13:59, coming from the direction of Ukraine's Vinnytsia region; the drone disappeared from monitoring near Pepeni at
14:10, briefly reappeared and vanished near Meșeni. Police found the crashed Geran drone near the village of
Chiștelnița in Telenești district, less than 100 metres from a home, cordoned off the area and sent explosives
specialists. No casualties were reported.
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DEGREE OF PROOF

OFFICIAL ATTRIBUTION

A government, a prosecutor, the EU, NATO or a UN body
has formally named Russia, its services or its state-
backed forces. This is a position of that authority, not a
verdict.

WHO ESTABLISHED IT

President Maia Sandu, 23 Oct 2026, said the drone fell near family homes and an energy facility: 'Russia's
war keeps putting Moldovan lives at risk'; 'we have declared a Russian embassy staff member persona non
grata' (as reported by Euromaidan Press). The Defence Ministry reported the detection and flight path.

LATEST

A Russian embassy staff member was declared persona non grata on 23 October
2026; the person was not named. No Russian response had been reported as of
that date.

LINK TO THE WAR AGAINST UKRAINE

The drone entered Moldova from the direction of Ukraine's Vinnytsia region during
Russian drone attacks on Ukraine.
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WHAT WE ASK

OF MEMBER STATES

Name each violation in national statements and at the UN Security Council.

Support NATO air defence along the eastern flank.

Hold Russia responsible under international law for each incursion.
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