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RUSSIAN CITIZEN REMANDED IN POLAND ON

ESPIONAGE CHARGES AFTER

PHOTOGRAPHING TRAINS AND RAILWAY

INFRASTRUCTURE
Police in Świdnica, Lower Silesia, detained a 55-year-old Russian citizen near a railway crossing; he tried to flee when
officers approached. They found professional photographic equipment and files showing that he had photographed
trains and critical railway and transport infrastructure, in Poland and elsewhere. He was charged with espionage, which
carries at least five years in prison, and a court remanded him in custody for three months, Rzeczpospolita reported on
30 October 2026.
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DEGREE OF PROOF

CHARGED

Suspects have been charged and Russian involvement is
alleged by prosecutors; there is no verdict yet and the
presumption of innocence applies.

WHO ESTABLISHED IT

He was charged with espionage and a Polish court ordered three months' detention (Rzeczpospolita, via
Meduza). No authority has publicly named the foreign service involved. Poland's special services coordinator
Tomasz Siemoniak called the case "exceptional" and said Russia's subversive activity in Europe requires
preliminary reconnaissance and documentation (Onet). The presumption of innocence applies.

LATEST

Remanded in custody for three months on espionage charges; reported on 30
October 2026.

LINK TO THE WAR AGAINST UKRAINE

Poland's railways carry much of the military and humanitarian aid bound for
Ukraine; in November 2025 a section of the Warsaw–Lublin line used for aid
deliveries was blown up in an act of sabotage that Poland attributed to Russian
services.
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WHAT WE ASK

OF MEMBER STATES

Treat sabotage on your territory as part of Russia's war against Ukraine and its supporters.

Share evidence across borders; support Eurojust and joint investigation teams.

Sanction the GRU units and recruiters behind the operations.
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