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VINNYTSIA, 17 OCTOBER

2026: A CITY WITHOUT

POWER
From 18:00 on 16 October Russia launched 332 attack drones, Iskander-M/KN-23 ballistic missiles, Kh-22/32 cruise
missiles and four Kalibr missiles at Ukraine. More than 15 power generation and transmission facilities were attacked
(President of Ukraine). In Vinnytsia a damaged substation left the city without electricity; the main water station lost
power and critical facilities ran on back-up supply. The Air Force reported no ballistic missile intercepted.

UKRAINE EVIDENCE HUB

VERIFIED RECORD

OCT 2026

332
attack drones from 18:00 on 16
Oct, plus Iskander-M/KN-23
ballistic, Kh-22/32 and 4 Kalibr
cruise missiles B

Air Force of Ukraine, 17 Oct 2026

15+
critical power generation and
transmission facilities attacked
overnight B

President of Ukraine, 17 Oct 2026

0
ballistic missiles reported
intercepted; 4 Kalibr and 289
drones downed or suppressed;
hits at 22 locations B

Air Force of Ukraine, 08:00, 17 Oct 2026
(preliminary)

6
injured in Vinnytsia region: 1 in
intensive care, 3 moderate, 2
mild; 24 drones downed over the
region B

Vinnytsia Regional Military Administration (N.
Zabolotna), 17 Oct 2026

WHAT HAPPENED

The overnight package. From 18:00 on 16 Oct: 332 Shahed-type, Gerbera and other drones (31 jet-powered)
launched from Oryol, Bryansk, Kursk, Primorsko-Akhtarsk, occupied Donetsk and Hvardiiske in Crimea;
Iskander-M/KN-23 ballistic missiles from Voronezh and Rostov regions and Crimea; Kh-22/32 cruise missiles
from Crimean airspace; 4 Kalibr from Novorossiysk. By 08:00, 289 drones and the 4 Kalibr had been downed or
suppressed; hits at 22 locations, debris at 3.

Vinnytsia. Mayor S. Morhunov: the city was left without electricity; critical facilities switched to back-up power;
electric transport stopped. Vinnytsiaoblenergo: a substation damaged, tens of thousands of metering points
without power, restoration gradual. Vinnytsiaoblvodokanal: the main water station lost power; generators cannot
run its high-voltage supply. By the evening of 17 Oct power was back at the water station, with full supply
expected no earlier than 22:00; electric transport was still stopped and street lighting ran at half capacity. Four
flats in two apartment blocks were damaged.

Other cities. President of Ukraine: the most severe disruptions to municipal networks in Lutsk, Rivne, Zhytomyr,
Vinnytsia, Shepetivka, Slavuta and Netishyn; energy facilities also damaged in Kharkiv, Kyiv and Dnipropetrovsk
regions. Over the day regional administrations reported 7 killed and about 90 injured in eight regions, including
separate daytime attacks. All figures preliminary.

The UN said. HRMMU, 16 Oct: systematic attacks on electricity and heating as winter approaches are "bound to
inflict significant suffering on the civilian population". IAEA Director General Grossi, 16 Oct: diesel at the
Zaporizhzhia plant is running low — "It is essential that steps are taken to increase the volume of diesel fuel
available on-site prior to winter".

WHO VERIFIED IT

B  Air Force of Ukraine (summary as of 08:00, 17
Oct); President of Ukraine (17 Oct); Vinnytsia
mayor; Vinnytsia Regional Military Administration;
Vinnytsia regional council; Vinnytsiaoblenergo;
Vinnytsiaoblvodokanal; regional administrations
(casualties)

A  ICC Pre-Trial Chamber II: strikes on Ukrainian
electricity infrastructure, Oct 2022 – Mar 2023 —
warrants for Kobylash and Sokolov (5 Mar 2024),
Shoigu and Gerasimov (24 Jun 2024).
OHCHR/HRMMU and IAEA via UN News, 16 Oct
2026. No UN body has yet reported on the night of
16–17 Oct.

C  Ukrinform; UNN; Suspilne Vinnytsia; NV;
Forbes Ukraine; Kyiv Post; Kyiv Independent (17
Oct 2026)

LEGAL QUALIFICATION — THREE LAYERS

ESTABLISHED  The ICC has found reasonable grounds that strikes on electricity
infrastructure serving the civilian population constitute the war crime of attacking
civilian objects and the crime against humanity of inhumane acts (warrants of 5 Mar
and 24 Jun 2024). No mandated body has yet ruled on the strikes of 16–17 October
2026.

PATTERN  Rome Statute art. 8(2)(b)(ii), (iv); AP I arts. 52, 54 (objects
indispensable to survival — here a city water station left without power), 57. The
2026 campaign repeats the 2022–23 conduct: substations and generation that
supply whole cities on the eve of winter.

POSITION  Ukraine qualifies the winter campaigns against the grid as a single
continuing crime against humanity — art. 7(1)(k) — directed at the civilian
population through cold and darkness. Pending international findings.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE

Missile forces / Long-Range Aviation

Iskander-M brigades,
KN-23 (DPRK-
supplied), Kh-22/32
carriers; Lt Gen
Kobylash (LRA)

ICC arrest warrant,
5 Mar 2024

Navy
Kalibr launches from
Novorossiysk

Identified in
Ukrainian
proceedings; no
international warrant
on this node yet

General Staff
Gen Valery
Gerasimov

ICC arrest warrant,
24 Jun 2024

Supreme Commander Vladimir Putin

ICC arrest warrant,
17 Mar 2023;
command
responsibility, art. 28

RUSSIA SAID / THE RECORD SAYS

RUSSIAN MOD, 17 OCT 2026

A "massive strike on Ukraine's metallurgical plants and energy facilities"; it named
Kryvyi Rih, Zaporizhzhia and a substation in Zhytomyr as serving the military-industrial
complex.

THE RECORD

Vinnytsia, where a damaged substation cut power to the whole city and its water station, is
not mentioned. "Military-industrial" is the label applied after every wave, including 14 Oct.

AMB. NEBENZIA, UNSC, 9 OCT 2026

A "predictable response" against "energy infrastructure involved in military production
and logistics".

THE RECORD

Reprisals against the civilian population are prohibited (AP I art. 51(6)). The framing
concedes that the targets are energy facilities.

WHAT WE ASK

OF MEMBER STATES

Cite the night: 332 drones and ballistic, cruise and Kalibr missiles; more than 15 power facilities attacked; Vinnytsia left without power
and water pumping.

Deliver interceptors capable against ballistic missiles — none was reported intercepted on 16–17 Oct — and transformers and
substation equipment before winter.

Treat the energy campaign as a continuing crime already qualified by the ICC; cite the warrants whenever Russia says "military-
industrial".

Request HRMMU and OCHA reporting on the humanitarian impact of the outages in Vinnytsia, Volyn, Rivne and Zhytomyr regions.

Sources: Air Force of Ukraine, 17 Oct 2026 (via Ukrinform, UNN) · President of Ukraine, 17 Oct 2026 (via Kyiv Post) · Vinnytsia mayor S.
Morhunov (via UNN, 17 Oct 2026) · Vinnytsiaoblenergo; Vinnytsiaoblvodokanal (via Suspilne Vinnytsia, 17 Oct 2026) · Vinnytsia regional
council, V. Sokolovyi (via Forbes Ukraine, 17 Oct 2026) · Vinnytsia RMA, N. Zabolotna (via Ukrinform, Kyiv Post, 17 Oct 2026) · Vinnytsia
mayor and Vinnytsiaoblvodokanal, evening update (via MyVin, 17 Oct 2026, 20:44) · Russian MoD, 17 Oct 2026 (via Lenta.ru) · regional
administrations, compiled by Kyiv Independent, 17 Oct 2026 · OHCHR/HRMMU and IAEA via UN News, 16 Oct 2026 · Russian MoD via
Interfax, 14 Oct 2026 · ICC warrants, 17 Mar 2023, 5 Mar and 24 Jun 2024.
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