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KYIV, 20 AUGUST: BALLISTIC

MISSILES ON WORLD

HUMANITARIAN DAY
Overnight Russia fired ballistic missiles, 46 cruise missiles and 168 drones with Kyiv region as the main target. None
of the ballistic missiles was intercepted. Seventeen people died — sixteen in the city, seven of them in a nine-storey
block in Solomianskyi district — and one in the region. A children's hospital and a school were damaged. The UN
Secretary-General condemned the attack. Russia listed six military-industrial targets and did not mention the block.

UKRAINE EVIDENCE HUB

VERIFIED RECORD

OCT 2026

DRAFT — not published. Draft for the editor. Figures checked against the OHCHR/HRMMU August 2026 update (16 Sep 2026), UN News (20 Aug 2026), the Ukrainian Air Force (20 Aug 2026), DSNS and
the Kyiv city administration (20–21 Aug 2026). Photos: Kyiv City State Administration and ArmyInform (CC BY 4.0); scene images blurred until screened.

17
killed — 16 in Kyiv city (UN-verified:
16, 9 men and 7 women) and one in
the region A

DSNS, 21 Aug 2026; OHCHR/HRMMU, 16
Sep 2026

7
killed in one nine-storey residential
block in Solomianskyi district B

Kyiv mayor V. Klitschko, 20 Aug 2026; UN
News, 20 Aug 2026

0 of the

ballistic

missiles
intercepted — Iskander-M, Zircon,
Oniks and S-400 rounds from
Kursk, Rostov and Bryansk; 186
other weapons downed B

Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026; Reuters

1 + 1
drones crossed into NATO and
Moldovan airspace — one crashed
near Grindu, Tulcea county; one
circled over Etulia, Gagauzia B

Romanian and Moldovan Ministries of
Defence, 20 Aug 2026

BOTTOM LINE

Civilians died in their flats. OHCHR verified 16 civilians killed in Kyiv
city on 20 August, 9 men and 7 women, and at least 38 injured. Seven
of the dead were in one block whose eighth and ninth floors were
destroyed; a children's hospital in the same district was damaged.

Ballistic missiles were chosen and none were stopped. The Air
Force recorded Iskander-M, Zircon and Oniks launches plus S-400
missiles fired in ballistic mode, and impacts at 28 locations. The UN
Secretary-General called the attack a clear violation of international
humanitarian law.

Russia's target list does not include the dead. The MoD named two
drone plants, an aircraft plant, an ammunition store, a logistics hub
and a fuel depot. It did not name a residential block, a hospital or a
school, and did not explain how its 'high-precision' weapons reached
them.

LEGAL QUALIFICATION IN THREE LAYERS

16 CIVILIANS KILLED AND 38 INJURED IN KYIV CITY BY MISSILES AND DRONES — ESTABLISHED (OHCHR)

KYIV CAMPAIGN 2026: BALLISTIC SALVOES ON RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS (14 MAY, 2 JUL, 6 JUL, 5 AUG, 20 AUG, 1 SEP) — PATTERN

INDISCRIMINATE ATTACK / ATTACK ON CIVILIANS, WAR CRIME — POSITION (ART. 438(2) CCU)

Established. OHCHR/HRMMU (16 Sep 2026): a missile and drone attack on Kyiv city on 20 August killed 16 civilians (9 men, 7 women) and injured at least 38. The UN Secretary-General
(20 Aug 2026): 'Attacks against civilians and civilian infrastructure are a clear violation of international humanitarian law.' Pattern. Repeated mass-casualty strikes on Kyiv in 2026 with the
same signature — ballistic missiles Ukraine cannot intercept, launched at night at a city of three million. Position. Ukraine investigates under Art. 438(2) CCU; the hub's inference is that a
ballistic salvo at a capital, with a published target list that omits every civilian impact, is at minimum an indiscriminate attack (AP I art. 51(4)–(5)).

WHAT WE ASK Read the Secretary-General's words of 20 August into the Security Council record each time Russia describes Kyiv strikes as precision
attacks. Supply ballistic-missile interceptors — none of the ballistic missiles was stopped that night. Treat the drone incursions into Romania
and Moldova as part of the same attack. Ask the ICC Prosecutor to extend the 2024 missile-campaign charges to the 2026 Kyiv strikes.

Sources: A — OHCHR/HRMMU, Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, August 2026 (16 Sep 2026); OHCHR/HRMMU July 2026 update
(13 Aug 2026); UN News, 20 Aug 2026. B — Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026 (via Ukrainska Pravda); DSNS, 20–21 Aug 2026; Kyiv City
State Administration and mayor V. Klitschko, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv regional administration, 20 Aug 2026; Romanian and Moldovan Ministries of
Defence, 20 Aug 2026 (via LIGA). C — Reuters / Polskie Radio, Babel, Ukranews, LIGA, ArmyInform, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv Post, 22 Aug 2026.
RU — Russian Ministry of Defence, 20 Aug 2026, via Sputnik. All accessed 21 Oct 2026.
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KYIV, 20 AUG 2026 HOW IT HAPPENED

A SALVO BUILT AROUND

WHAT CANNOT BE STOPPED
The Air Force's morning report lists what Russia fired and what Ukraine downed. The gap between the two columns
is the ballistic missiles: every cruise missile but five and most drones were intercepted; the Iskanders, Zircons, Oniks
and S-400 rounds were not. Those are the weapons that reached Solomianskyi.

UKRAINE EVIDENCE HUB

VERIFIED RECORD

OCT 2026

2 Jul 2026 The deadliest strike on Kyiv of the year: 74 missiles and 496 drones; 30 killed, 104 injured (UN); see the hub's 2 July dossier. A  — OHCHR/HRMMU, 13 Aug

2026

5 Aug 2026 Ballistic salvo on Kyiv and Brovary district: 18 killed, eight of them waiting for a train at a station; no ballistic missile intercepted. A  — OHCHR/HRMMU, 16 Sep

2026; President of Ukraine

19 Aug 2026 World Humanitarian Day: UN relief chief Tom Fletcher is in Kyiv for meetings with the government. A  — UN News, 20 Aug 2026

19 Aug 2026, from

18:00

Air Force: the attack begins — 168 Shahed and Gerbera drones (almost half jet-powered) plus decoys from Kursk, Millerovo, Oryol, Primorsko-Akhtarsk,
occupied Donetsk and Crimea. B  — Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026 (09:30)

20 Aug 2026, night Ballistic missiles — Iskander-M, Zircon, Oniks and S-400 rounds — from Kursk, Rostov and Bryansk; 36 Kh-101/Iskander-K/Kh-59 and 8 Kalibr cruise missiles;
2 Banderol loitering munitions. Hits at 28 locations. B  — Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026

20 Aug 2026, night Solomianskyi: a nine-storey block's eighth and ninth floors destroyed and several floors on fire; a children's hospital loses its windows, cars burn in its grounds;
people freed from flats and from a school shelter. Warehouses burn in Sviatoshynskyi and Darnytskyi. B  — DSNS; Kyiv city administration; Vikna, 20 Aug 2026

20 Aug 2026,

morning

A drone crosses into Romania 13 km from Galați and crashes 4 km from Grindu, Tulcea county; Spanish F-18s and a Romanian helicopter scrambled. A
second drone enters Moldova towards Etulia, Gagauzia, and turns back after six minutes. Poland scrambles jets. B  — Romanian MoD; Moldovan MoD; LIGA, 20
Aug 2026

20 Aug 2026, 08:31 Mayor Klitschko: 12 killed in the city, seven of them in the Solomianskyi block; 33 injured. Region: 1 killed, 7 injured in Boryspil and Brovary districts. Day of
mourning declared for 21 Aug. B  — Kyiv mayor; Kyiv regional administration; Babel

20 Aug 2026 Russian MoD: a 'massive strike with high-precision weapons' on 'military industrial enterprises, a transport and logistics centre and warehouses' in Kyiv and the
region — six named targets, no residential address. RUSSIA SAYS  — Russian Ministry of Defence (via Sputnik)

20–21 Aug 2026 UN Secretary-General: 'a clear violation of international humanitarian law'. DSNS, 21 Aug: 16 killed in Kyiv, 42 injured, 12 rescued; with one death in the
region, 17. OHCHR later verifies 16 in the city. A  — UN News; DSNS; OHCHR/HRMMU, 16 Sep 2026

WHAT THE RECORD SHOWS

From 18:00 on 19 August Russia launched 168 Shahed and Gerbera drones, 36
Kh-101, Iskander-K and Kh-59 cruise missiles, eight Kalibr, two Banderols and
ballistic missiles — Iskander-M, Zircon, Oniks and S-400 rounds — from Kursk,
Rostov and Bryansk regions. Impacts were recorded at 28 locations; Reuters
reported that none of the ballistic missiles was intercepted.

In Solomianskyi the eighth and ninth floors of a nine-storey block were destroyed;
rescuers freed residents from flats and from a school's shelter. A children's hospital
lost its windows; the city health department reported no patients or staff injured.

PHOTO SLOT ·  DRAFT

The Solomianskyi nine-storey block with its upper floors burnt out and DSNS ladders
at work, morning of 20 Aug 2026 — kyiv.dsns.gov.ua, CC BY 4.0, with credit and link

Photo slot · official source with licence · no images of the dead

WHO THE DEAD WERE

Sixteen people died in the city — nine men and seven women by the UN's count —
and one in the region. Seven, later ten by the mayor's evening count, were
residents of the Solomianskyi block, killed in their flats.

At least 38 injured by the UN's count; 42 by DSNS the next day. About 90,000
homes lost power (DTEK).

Sources: A — OHCHR/HRMMU, Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, August 2026 (16 Sep 2026); OHCHR/HRMMU July 2026 update
(13 Aug 2026); UN News, 20 Aug 2026. B — Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026 (via Ukrainska Pravda); DSNS, 20–21 Aug 2026; Kyiv City
State Administration and mayor V. Klitschko, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv regional administration, 20 Aug 2026; Romanian and Moldovan Ministries of
Defence, 20 Aug 2026 (via LIGA). C — Reuters / Polskie Radio, Babel, Ukranews, LIGA, ArmyInform, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv Post, 22 Aug 2026.
RU — Russian Ministry of Defence, 20 Aug 2026, via Sputnik. All accessed 21 Oct 2026.
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KYIV, 20 AUG 2026 THE EVIDENCE, BY TIER

THREE TIERS, ONE NIGHT
The UN verified the dead; the Air Force logged the weapons; the city and DSNS counted the damage; Russia
published its target list. The hub shows the figures as each source gave them, with their dates.

UKRAINE EVIDENCE HUB

VERIFIED RECORD

OCT 2026

ESTABLISHED BY BODIES

WITH A MANDATE

OHCHR/HRMMU, Protection of Civilians, August
2026 (16 Sep 2026): on 20 August a missile and
drone attack on Kyiv city killed 16 civilians (9 men, 7
women) and injured at least 38 (20 women, 18 men).
Kyiv city in August: 31 killed, 106 injured. Long-range
weapons caused 47 per cent of all civilian casualties
in Ukraine that month. A

UN Secretary-General, via spokesperson S. Dujarric,
20 Aug 2026: condemnation of the attack; 'Attacks
against civilians and civilian infrastructure are a clear
violation of international humanitarian law'; 'The
Secretary-General reiterates his call for an urgent
de-escalation' towards a full, immediate and
unconditional ceasefire. A

UN News, 20 Aug 2026: 17 killed and more than 40
injured in and around Kyiv; the relief chief Tom
Fletcher was in Kyiv for World Humanitarian Day.

A

UKRAINIAN INVESTIGATION

Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026 (09:30): the
weapons table above — 168 drones, 36 + 8 cruise
missiles, 2 Banderols, ballistic missiles of four types
from three Russian regions; 186 downed; impacts at
28 locations. B

DSNS, 20–21 Aug 2026: 16 killed, 42 injured, 12
rescued in Kyiv; the third strike of the day on the
evening of 20 Aug; the rubble figures from
Solomianskyi. B

Kyiv mayor V. Klitschko, 20 Aug 2026: 12 → 15
killed; seven → ten in the Solomianskyi block; a
school and a children's hospital hit; day of mourning
on 21 Aug. B

Kyiv City State Administration, health department, 20
Aug 2026: a children's hospital in Solomianskyi
damaged; no patients or staff injured. B

INDEPENDENT

INVESTIGATIONS

Reuters / Polskie Radio, 20 Aug 2026: none of the
ballistic missiles intercepted; Russia exploiting the
interceptor shortage; Poland on alert; Romanian and
Moldovan airspace entered. C

LIGA, 20 Aug 2026: the Romanian MoD account of
the Grindu crash and the Moldovan MoD account of
the Etulia overflight. C

DTEK, 20 Aug 2026: about 90,000 homes without
power, more than half restored by evening. C

THE NUMBERS — EVERY SOURCE, AS PUBLISHED

Figure What it counts Source · date · tier

12 · 13 · 15 · 16 killed in Kyiv city — 08:31, late morning, 20:44 on 20
Aug, and 21 Aug (DSNS); 16 is final

Klitschko; DSNS · B

16 (9 / 7) killed, verified — men / women, Kyiv city OHCHR/HRMMU, 16 Sep 2026
· A

17 killed, city and region together — the figure used by
UN News and most international reporting

DSNS + Kyiv regional
administration; UN News · B/A

7 · 10 killed in the Solomianskyi block — morning and
evening counts of 20 Aug

Klitschko · B

33 · 40+ · 42 · 38 injured — morning; UN News; DSNS 21 Aug; UN-
verified minimum

Klitschko; UN News; DSNS;
OHCHR · B/A/B/A

n/a / 0 ballistic missiles launched (count not published) /
intercepted

Air Force; Reuters · B/C

PHOTO SLOT ·  DRAFT

Remnants of a ballistic missile documented by the National Police or
the Kyiv prosecutor, or the damaged children's hospital façade —

official source, CC BY 4.0

Photo slot · official source with licence

The hub uses the UN-verified 16 for the city (Tier A), shows the combined 17 as 'city and region, according to Ukrainian authorities' (Tier B), and gives the injured as a range (38 verified to 42 reported). 'None
intercepted' is Reuters' report of the Air Force data.

Sources: A — OHCHR/HRMMU, Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, August 2026 (16 Sep 2026); OHCHR/HRMMU July 2026 update
(13 Aug 2026); UN News, 20 Aug 2026. B — Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026 (via Ukrainska Pravda); DSNS, 20–21 Aug 2026; Kyiv City
State Administration and mayor V. Klitschko, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv regional administration, 20 Aug 2026; Romanian and Moldovan Ministries of
Defence, 20 Aug 2026 (via LIGA). C — Reuters / Polskie Radio, Babel, Ukranews, LIGA, ArmyInform, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv Post, 22 Aug 2026.
RU — Russian Ministry of Defence, 20 Aug 2026, via Sputnik. All accessed 21 Oct 2026.

KYIV, 20 AUG 2026

DRAFT V0.1 · 21 OCT 2026 · NOT

PUBLISHED · LIVE VERSION AND

CORRECTIONS LOG ON THE UKRAINE

EVIDENCE HUB

live page · corrections
log



KYIV, 20 AUG 2026 RESPONSIBILITY

FOUR WEAPON SYSTEMS,

FOUR COMMANDS
A combined strike of this size is assembled by the General Staff from Long-Range Aviation (Kh-101), the Black Sea
Fleet (Kalibr), the ground forces' missile brigades (Iskander-M) and the drone launch sites. Two of those
commanders already carry ICC warrants for the 2022–23 missile campaign. No one has been charged for Kyiv 2026.

UKRAINE EVIDENCE HUB

VERIFIED RECORD

OCT 2026

Who Role in the case Proceedings Sanctions · courts

Gen. Valery Gerasimov
Chief of the General Staff; commander of
the Joint Grouping of Forces

Planning authority for combined long-range strikes
(position)

ICC arrest warrant, 24 Jun 2024 (attacks on
electrical infrastructure, Oct 2022 – Mar
2023); no charge for 2026

EU, US, UK, Canada listed (2022)

Lt-Gen Sergei Kobylash
commander, Long-Range Aviation (Kh-101
carriers)

Kh-101 launches from airspace over Vologda, Kursk and
Belgorod (Air Force) — 36 Kh-101/Iskander-K/Kh-59
fired

ICC arrest warrant, 5 Mar 2024 (same
campaign); no charge for 2026

ICC warrant

Black Sea Fleet
commander Vice-Adm Sergei Pinchuk (since
2024); predecessor Adm Viktor Sokolov

8 Kalibr launched from the Novorossiysk area (Air
Force)

Sokolov: ICC warrant 5 Mar 2024; Pinchuk:
Ukrainian notice of suspicion in the Hroza
case, 10 Jul 2026

Pinchuk: EU (2022), UK, Canada,
Australia, Japan, Switzerland

Missile brigades, Western Grouping
Iskander-M launchers in Kursk, Rostov and
Bryansk regions; S-400 units firing in
ballistic mode

The ballistic component — the weapons that were not
intercepted

Units not named for 20 Aug 2026 —

Drone launch units
Kursk, Millerovo, Oryol, Primorsko-Akhtarsk;
Hvardiiske (Crimea); occupied Donetsk

168 Shahed/Gerbera launched; two strayed into
Romania and Moldova

No charge; the Romanian crash is a matter
for Romanian authorities

—

CHAIN OF RESPONSIBILITY

The Air Force's launch geography fixes the commands involved: Kh-101s from bombers
over Vologda, Kursk and Belgorod (Long-Range Aviation); Kalibrs from the Novorossiysk
area (Black Sea Fleet); Iskander-M and S-400 rounds from Kursk, Rostov and Bryansk
(ground-forces missile and air-defence units); drones from six launch areas.

The ICC's March 2024 warrants for Kobylash and Sokolov were issued for Kh-101 and
Kalibr strikes of 2022–23 on the basis that the campaign was directed at civilian objects or
caused excessive civilian harm. The weapons, the commands and the targeting pattern in
2026 are the same; the charges have not been extended.

Which weapon destroyed the Solomianskyi block has not been published. The hub records
the block among the impacts of a salvo in which only the ballistic missiles got through.

THE RUSSIAN STATE'S OWN ACTS

The Russian MoD's statement of 20 Aug 2026 names six targets in Kyiv and
the region — Fire Point LLC (drone components, Flamingo missile
boosters), Ukrspetsystem's warehouse complex, the Antonov aircraft plant,
an ammunition depot, the Martusovka logistics hub and a fuel depot in
Brovary — and calls the weapons 'high-precision'.

The statement does not mention the Solomianskyi block, the children's
hospital, the school or the 28 impact locations the Air Force recorded. It
does not explain how precision weapons aimed at six industrial sites killed
16 people in their flats.

Sanctions column: designations as recorded in the hub's Hroza and Kryvyi Rih dossiers; a dash means none was identified. The ICC warrants are cited for the chain of command; they do not cover the 2026
strikes.

Sources: A — OHCHR/HRMMU, Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, August 2026 (16 Sep 2026); OHCHR/HRMMU July 2026 update
(13 Aug 2026); UN News, 20 Aug 2026. B — Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026 (via Ukrainska Pravda); DSNS, 20–21 Aug 2026; Kyiv City
State Administration and mayor V. Klitschko, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv regional administration, 20 Aug 2026; Romanian and Moldovan Ministries of
Defence, 20 Aug 2026 (via LIGA). C — Reuters / Polskie Radio, Babel, Ukranews, LIGA, ArmyInform, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv Post, 22 Aug 2026.
RU — Russian Ministry of Defence, 20 Aug 2026, via Sputnik. All accessed 21 Oct 2026.
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KYIV, 20 AUG 2026 FACT-CHECK ·  WHAT RUSSIA SAYS ABOUT 20 AUGUST

SIX TARGETS NAMED,

SEVENTEEN DEATHS

UNEXPLAINED
Russia's account of the night is a list of factories and depots struck with 'high-precision weapons'. The hub takes the
list seriously: if it is true, it concedes that Russia fired ballistic missiles into a capital at night and accepts the
consequences for the blocks around its targets; if it is not true, the dead in Solomianskyi are the target.

UKRAINE EVIDENCE HUB

VERIFIED RECORD

OCT 2026

RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENCE · OFFICIAL STATEMENT · 20 AUG

2026

“Tonight, the Russian Armed Forces delivered a massive strike with high-
precision weapons from ground, air, and sea-based platforms, as well as long-
range unmanned aerial vehicles [on] military industrial enterprises, a transport
and logistics center, and warehouses in the city of Kiev and the Kiev region.”
Russian MoD, as carried by Sputnik, 20 Aug 2026 (GlobalSecurity archive)

THE LIST OMITS EVERY CIVILIAN IMPACT

The Air Force recorded hits at 28 locations; OHCHR verified 16 civilians killed in Kyiv city; seven to ten
died in one residential block; a children's hospital and a school were damaged. Ballistic missiles fired at
night into a city of three million do not become precise by being called so. If the six targets are real, the
attack must still satisfy proportionality and precautions for the blocks around them (AP I art. 57); the MoD
offers nothing on either.

What the claim concedes: That Russia launched the strike on Kyiv city with ballistic, cruise and sea-launched
missiles and drones, and chose the targets.

RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENCE · SAME STATEMENT · 20 AUG

2026

“Facilities struck in Kiev were: Fire Point LLC … Ukrspetsystem's warehouse
complex … Antonov's aircraft plant … an ammunition depot … the Martusovka
logistics hub … a fuel depot in Brovary.”
Russian MoD via Sputnik, 20 Aug 2026

NOT INDEPENDENTLY CONFIRMED — AND IRRELEVANT TO SOLOMIANSKYI

No independent confirmation that any of the six sites was hit has been located. None of them is a nine-
storey residential block or a children's hospital. A target list is a claim about intent; the record of harm is a
verified UN count. The hub shows both.

What the claim concedes: That the attack was planned against named sites inside the capital — the civilian
casualties around them were foreseeable.

FAIR TO SAY

Russia published a target list within hours; it is specific and checkable. Ukraine has not publicly rebutted the individual items, and the hub has not verified whether any of the six
sites was hit. That is shown rather than assumed.

Ukrainian figures moved during the day (12, 15, 16 in the city); the UN's verified 16 matches the final DSNS count. The Air Force did not publish the number of ballistic missiles
launched; the hub does not claim a count it cannot source.

Sources: A — OHCHR/HRMMU, Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, August 2026 (16 Sep 2026); OHCHR/HRMMU July 2026 update
(13 Aug 2026); UN News, 20 Aug 2026. B — Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026 (via Ukrainska Pravda); DSNS, 20–21 Aug 2026; Kyiv City
State Administration and mayor V. Klitschko, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv regional administration, 20 Aug 2026; Romanian and Moldovan Ministries of
Defence, 20 Aug 2026 (via LIGA). C — Reuters / Polskie Radio, Babel, Ukranews, LIGA, ArmyInform, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv Post, 22 Aug 2026.
RU — Russian Ministry of Defence, 20 Aug 2026, via Sputnik. All accessed 21 Oct 2026.
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KYIV, 20 AUG 2026 THE LAW AND WHAT WE ASK

A CAPITAL, A NIGHT, AND A

WEAPON CHOSEN BECAUSE

IT CANNOT BE STOPPED
The 20 August strike is the UN Secretary-General's own example of a clear violation of international humanitarian
law. The hub's legal reading is built on the UN's verified count, the Air Force's weapons log and Russia's own target
list — three documents that together describe an attack whose civilian cost was known in advance.

UKRAINE EVIDENCE HUB

VERIFIED RECORD

OCT 2026

ESTABLISHED — BY BODIES

WITH A MANDATE

OHCHR/HRMMU (16 Sep 2026): 16 civilians killed
and at least 38 injured in Kyiv city on 20 August by a
missile and drone attack; Kyiv city 31 killed and 106
injured in August; 47 per cent of Ukraine's civilian
casualties in August caused by long-range weapons
in cities far from the front.

UN Secretary-General (20 Aug 2026): condemnation;
attacks against civilians and civilian infrastructure are
a clear violation of IHL; call for de-escalation and
ceasefire.

PATTERN — WHAT THE

RECORD SHOWS

The Kyiv campaign of 2026: 2 Jul (30 killed, 104
injured — OHCHR); 5 Aug (18 killed, 8 at a railway
station — OHCHR); 20 Aug (16 killed — OHCHR).
Kyiv city lost 54 killed in July and 31 in August
(OHCHR).

The published target list as a method: industrial sites
are named; the residential block destroyed the same
night never is.

POSITION — UKRAINE'S

QUALIFICATION

Ukraine investigates the strike as a violation of the
laws and customs of war combined with intentional
killing (Art. 438(2) CCU); the Kyiv city prosecutor
leads; no suspect yet named.

The hub's inference: a night-time salvo of ballistic
missiles and 168 drones into a capital, planned
against sites surrounded by housing and executed
with weapons the attacker knows cannot be
intercepted, is an indiscriminate attack under AP I art.
51(4)–(5)(b); the destruction of a residential block
and damage to a children's hospital engage Rome
Statute art. 8(2)(b)(i), (ii) and (iv). Pending
adjudication.

THE RULES THAT APPLY

Additional Protocol I arts. 48, 51(2), 51(4)–(5) and 57: distinction; prohibition of
indiscriminate attacks and of attacks expected to cause excessive civilian harm; feasible
precautions, including in the choice of means and methods.

GC IV art. 18 and AP I art. 12: civilian hospitals may not be attacked; Rome Statute art. 8(2)
(b)(i), (ii), (iv), (ix); UN Charter art. 2(4) for the incursions into Romania and Moldova.

WHAT WE DO NOT KNOW

The number of ballistic missiles launched and which weapon destroyed the
Solomianskyi block.

Whether any of the six sites on the Russian target list was hit, and what was
there.

Any Russian comment on the Romanian crash and the Moldovan overflight;
none located as of 21 Oct 2026.

WHAT WE ASK Quote the Secretary-General. Read the 20 August statement — 'a clear violation of international humanitarian law' — into the Security
Council record whenever Russia describes its Kyiv strikes as precision attacks on military industry.

Close the ballistic gap. Deliver interceptors capable of stopping Iskander-M, Zircon and Oniks: on 20 August Ukraine downed 186 of the
other weapons and none of these.

Treat the incursions as part of the attack. Raise the Grindu crash and the Etulia overflight in NATO and EU fora as consequences of the
same salvo, with the Romanian and Moldovan MoD records.

Extend the ICC charges. Ask the Prosecutor to apply the March and June 2024 warrants' reasoning — the Kh-101/Kalibr campaign against
civilian objects — to the 2026 Kyiv strikes, starting with 2 July and 20 August.

Sources: A — OHCHR/HRMMU, Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, August 2026 (16 Sep 2026); OHCHR/HRMMU July 2026 update
(13 Aug 2026); UN News, 20 Aug 2026. B — Ukrainian Air Force, 20 Aug 2026 (via Ukrainska Pravda); DSNS, 20–21 Aug 2026; Kyiv City
State Administration and mayor V. Klitschko, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv regional administration, 20 Aug 2026; Romanian and Moldovan Ministries of
Defence, 20 Aug 2026 (via LIGA). C — Reuters / Polskie Radio, Babel, Ukranews, LIGA, ArmyInform, 20 Aug 2026; Kyiv Post, 22 Aug 2026.
RU — Russian Ministry of Defence, 20 Aug 2026, via Sputnik. All accessed 21 Oct 2026.
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PHOTO & VIDEO RECORD APPENDIX

KYIV, 20 AUGUST: BALLISTIC

MISSILES ON WORLD

HUMANITARIAN DAY
4 photographs from official sources, as shown on the live page. Each image is credited and openly licensed; videos
are linked to the official post (scan the code). No image shows the dead; graphic aftermath is blurred in print. The
downloadable pack on the live page holds the full-size files and their SHA-256.

UKRAINE EVIDENCE HUB

VERIFIED RECORD

OCT 2026

Kyiv after the night attack of 20 August 2026 —
ArmyInform release, lead frame
ArmyInform · 2026-08-20 · CC BY 4.0
https://armyinform.com.ua/2026/08/20/ataka-na-kyyiv-4-zagyblyh-i-23-poranen
yh-rujnuvannya-v-troh-rajonah-stolyczi/

Sviatoshynskyi district after the night attack of 20 August
2026 — ArmyInform release, frame 1 of 3
ArmyInform · 2026-08-20 · CC BY 4.0
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